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Ar THE Spyre Wownsry DELEGATES
Conference held in Tarwan in March
this year, 14, decided to set up a world
literary evangelical centre with #he atm
of publishing books in variows
languages actively so that the basic
beligfi of aur church, the important
dactrines, the Gospel of salvation and
ehe perfect truth can be preached fo
countrier wheve the church has not ye
been extablished. The conference stressed
Jureber ehat lterary ministry should be
the fore-runmner of mirsionary efferts,
This speaks well of the importance of
fiterary evangelism. May the Lord
Bless the plan, T am sure that be who
began a good work in you will bring i
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ®

(Phil 1:6).

Av announced i our fast iswe af Manna
we femporarily ceased publication in order to
wpgrads the standard of the magazine, Our planning
commitice intended to organise a study tfour to
Tatwanand the United Kingdam: [1]te study their
publication, [2] fo enlist writers and [3] to take
photegraphs for publication tmerts, Howwever, we
did not po to Tafwan becawse LA informed uy that
(74 Tatwan war busy recetving move than one
bundred delepates and observers atéending the Sixth
World Delegates Conferences, Tnstead our group
left for LK. on 31 March, 1993,

At the Edinkurgh Aivport, we were greeted
;ﬁ_p a darge group af brethren, anon 4 them qoere alie
deacons and deaconesses. We were traly moved by
their love, We are thankful fo the General Asiembly
af the United Kingdom to have smady such plans for
us to vifdt the seven churches including a prayer
Botse i the UK

One thing we cherish very much is the love
and warmih the UK members have showered upant
ws, We bad dialague sexsions in every church exceptin
Elgin where service ended at almost 3 o'clock in the
marning. During the senions, a furvey form was
distributed to seck ways and means to improve the
pubdication, We also sought contributions for articles
and witnessings. With concerted efforts, we believe
Manna will be a wniversal True ferus Church
pubdication, not merely a Singapore chwrch journal.
Praise the Lord, the participants in the diglogue
sessions shewed much enthusiasm to improve the
publication, Their responses can be seen from the
result of the furvey Puirffs.éed in Ehix dnsue.

We ebrerved tavo exemplary features abowt
the UKL churches: [1] Euvery church lays strong
emphasis in rveligious education. The set wp in
MNeweaitlechuroh ivvery impressive. But one problem
they face is the fack of teacking materials. This is

experienced in other parts of the English speaking countries ar well

(2] Their devotion in magnifying God is very inspiring. In Edinburgh,

they now have fwo places of worthip follswing the vecent rencuvation of
the premisves in Gilford Park, The Sunderland members woill be vebuilding
their church shorély and in London, a five-storey Emifa'ir:g will e dedicared
tw the Lovd next year. Another observation is that we now bave brethren,

ariginally from such diverse places as Affica, Middle East and the West

Inelies, whe rely solely on owr English publications. In addition, most af toe

second generation believers {the first generation belivvers are mostly

trmmigrants from Adp-chaw, HongKong) whe were born and bred in the
UK cannet read and worite Chinese, One source disclosed that there are
no fegs than TO0 whe canne! underifand our chureh J:J:.'Ma'm.f;'am ﬁarﬂ

Taiwan, In view of the curvent emigration trend of our brethren, notably
Jram Tatwan fo the English speaking countries, we are incfined to think

that the need for English reading materials will increase, It is really boped
that believers who bave a good command of English and a flair of writing
wwiell contribute article,

Tn thiis ssue, the feature arttcle, "We are His Witnesses” tells us that
as members of the True Jerwes Church, each ene of ut bas an invaluable vole
to play in the prepagation of the message of inlvation. Further, we bave to
make full use of the present fo strive for a progressive and dynamic faith to
fead a lifée wertly of the Lovds calling, "tuch that when we bave fo boww out

from this stage of life, we are ensured that we bave adequately testified to
#he wirld that we are the followers of Chrise”, Under praceical Christian
living, the article, "Do we care?” makes us aware of our responsibility
towards onr fellowmen. The society 15 5o il that a lot of peaple suffer from
unteld miseries. This happens every day and everywhere so much so that we
tend to be indiffevent and cold by thinking that it i1 not our business, I #his
the right attitude? Under religious education, the artide, "Mum and Dad,
wudat thall I be?™ (s ar interesting writing portvaying the anxicty of parents
in Stngapore regarding their childrven's fiture, Is thiv alio the anxiety in the
society you five inf If you care fo know more about Muanna then you must
wat miss the "Summary of Manna Survey”. It is interesting to note the
expectations of owr readers whe hate so frankly spaken. From his fsrue
onward we have alio provided a column known as "Eche” containing
leteers fram gur readers. 8o if vou bave any suggeition, idea or constructive
eriticism, do write fo us. _
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Feature article &

On'25 10 28 Masch 1993, the International Assembly of the
hﬁhmtﬁmﬁ[lﬁ]haﬂha.rﬁrﬂwmpuﬂm.ﬁﬁh'h
chosen ﬂwmn of Eirnl'alios Toward World Ew,lrlgoliim,

mmhudmwudmlhﬂum-ﬂwrmﬂndm'

in the Lord’s ministry, their hopes and ._.m._fa_ the
future. They also expressed heir views on such i..m'q;.w-
giubd inhmhnn and utilisation of resources, :uhnrd plurni-
in‘n ‘and wnrH mnguﬁ"m theological studies ﬂnd church
gmw‘lh, yuuﬂm participation in the I'I‘llllllir}f, 1A Hnduﬂ unq:l

ruﬁr__gmﬁulﬂnn- In all, some twenty papers were prnunhhl._

Wirh the 21st century a few
vears away, the symposium was timely,
The invaluable messages preseneed
will ussizst the church in developing
an cffective global stravegy for the
coming decades of the next century.
As individual members of the Troe
Jesus Church, it s also timely for us o
wentify our own contribution toward
waorld evangelism, Do we huve a role w
play in this global ministry? Or, do we
feel that with aur limived akility and
eitrtm_;l:h, world evangelism is best lelt
with the 'professionals’, namely, mem-
bers of the Intemational and General
Assemblies and the full time preaschers
and ministers! The question is, what
does the Lord Jesus require of us!

Prior to His uscension, the Lord
Jesus gave His followers an importane
commission. When the Haoly Spiric
comes, they shall be His wirnesses to the
el of the world. They are to propagate
the wood tidings w the entire human
ruce, so all will come to believe in
Him and receive the salvation of God.
Quite rightly, we have acknowledged
this commission by taking up the task of
proclaiming the message orally as well
as through the written word. But these
by themselves are incomplete. From the
teachings of the Lord Jesus, we would
note thar the bearers of the message
themselves are also important. Time
and again, this point is stressed. In
their everyday life, they are to manifes)
such distinetive charucteristics tha
athers could rell that they are the

Lord's disciples: they have o establish a
community that is built upon the
foundarion of love {Jn 13:35), and
members of this community are @ he
“the light of the world", “the salt of the
earth” (Mt 5:13-14), the ones who bring
the lost souls of this warld to the Lord
through their good deeds and their
Christ-like hehaviours. The teaching s
clear: the bearers of the message are
the Lord's wimesses.

Every member of the True
Jesus Church has an invaluable role to
play in the propagation of the message
of salvation, We can participate in the
evangelistic activities of our local
church, We can share the message with
out friends and neighbours. And just as
imporcant, we can testify through
outway of life that we are the followers of
Christ. It is time to take stock and sssess
our contributions to the evangelistic
ministry. Have we played our part in
preaching the Gospel of salvation?
Are we effective as His witnesses?

We are privileged to have
received the complete truth of salvation,
This gift, freely received, must be frecly
shared amongst all, We have 1o preach
the salvation of God at all times. But in
practice, we can only arally preach o
those who are willing to listen. Likewise,
our literary evangelism can only reach
those who are willing to read our Gospel
traces, In fact, it is through the way we
conduct ourselves that we can reach aur
28] 50{_‘,'11_'{3-' At lﬁrgl:_ When we demanstrate

It is time to take stock
and assess our
contributions to the
evangelistic ministry.
Have we played our
part in preaching the

Gospel of salvation?

Are we effective as
His witnessas?




to the world that there are love and

warmth within our tmue community of

faith, that its members arc gentle,
caring and kind, humanitarians in this
inhumane world, chey will realise that
Christianity does make a difference;
that it does change a person and give
inner peace, tue joy and everlasting
lope. They will wish to know more and
be receptive to the message of salvation,
It is therefore vital that our oral and
literary evangelism are supported by our
moral and ethical excellence,

William Shuakespeare in his
comedy As You Like It {ace 11, sc vii)
describes the world as a stage, where all
men and women are merely the players
with their exits and their entrances,
There is some truth in this expression.
In u sense, life is indeed like a stage.
We are born into this world where we
live out our days and in the end, we
breathe our last breath and we depart.
Bur, unlike the comedy of Shakespeare
where his acrors can rehearse before
the actual show, as well us give repeared
performances, in this stage of life, we
only have ane chance w give the
‘performance of our life’. There is no
reheatsal, no second chance. At one
performance, we either make ic or break
it. This makes it crucial that we under-
stand the plot and the role in which
wo are placed, Only then can we give it
our best perfarmance.

wamns 3

Sometimes, the pressures of
modemn living make it hard for us to
give our best performance for the glory
of God. For a start, we are constantly
reminded of the need to climb the social
ladder, to make a better living for

curselves and for our families. Phrases
like ‘upwardly mobile', ‘upgrading
onesell’ have entered into cur everyday
vocabulary, Ourenergies are chanmelled
into meeting society’s expectations,
atl we find ourselves chasing after
material well-being. To an extent, it 15
inevirable that we will be govemed
by the demands of our environment.
For instance, we may be reading an
intensive study programme or working
in a fast moving organisation, either of
which demands a lot of cur time and
energy. We may have na choice but to
put in the long hours. But as followers
of Christ, we cannot loose sight of the

In this hectic life,
it is easy to lose that inner
quietude of mind to reflect
upon the direction of our
faith, to assess whether
we are making the most
out of our brief time in this
world, whether we are
investing wisely and
laying our treasures in

heaven, and

not on Earth

e — .

fact that we also have to live up to the
divine requirements. These are by far
more important than those imposed by
our socicty, When these two require-
ments compete for our atrention, we
ought to exercise wisdom in order to
make the right choice, thar we do not
misplace priorities berween the spiritual
and the marerial.

In this hectic life, it is casy o lose
that inner quictude of mind to reflect
upon the direction of our faith, ro assess
whether we are making the most out of
our brief time in thiz world, whether we
ate investing wisely and laying our
treasures in heaven, and not on carth,
The danger is that we may be haphaz-
ardly muddling through our journey of
faith. We may not have declined in our
faith; we continue 1o attend church
services, we offer tithes and we pray and
tead the Bible everyday. But, we make
no progress cither. Qur relationship
with God today is the same as that a year
ago, likewise our knowledge of Him,
Cur spiritual character too, remains
unchanged. There are no improvements,

It is important o ensure that
we are not in this sad state of affairs.
Drespite our busy schedule, for the sake
of our eternal life, we have o somehow
retreat from the cares of the world,
quict our hearts and examine where we
stand before God. When one first
accepts Chirist, he is like a livde child
who decides to give the best of cvery-
thing to his father, And if he continues

te live up to this goal, the hest that he could give o his
father will become progrussiv::l-,r hetter as he becomes
older, more mature and understands the extent of his
farher’s sacrifices and love for him: When we scarch our
hearts, we may feel that we have given our best effores
it our journey of faich. But is our best good enough?
Is what we can offer ro Gad roday berter than the best
we had offered o year ago? Are we, like a normal litle
child, giving our heavenly Father our best which
become better with time?

Time and tide wair for no man, We cannot
alford to procrastinare. We cannat put back the clock e
rerrieve the past. That is gone forever. We have to make
{ull use of the present, to strive for a progressive and

dynamic faith, to lead a life worthy of the Lord’s calling,




such that when we have to bow out from
this stage of life:, we are assured that we
have adequately testified to the world
that we are the followers of Christ.

In the 16th century, a young
Christian, deeply distressed by the
ignorance of the clergy of his rime, re-
solved to make the Bible, then available
primatily in its original languages,
more accessible to the general public
by translating it to English. This rask
became his lifetime work. To achieve
this mission, he underwent rremendous
difficulties. He wasseen ta be a traitor by
his own countrymen and was arrested
by the King of England for undertaking
this project. He had to (lee from his own
country to continue his work in exile,
Yet, hisenthusiasm remained unimpaired
to the last, During the last winter of his
life, as he laid in prison, he wrote o a
friend requesting for his Hebrew books
inorder that he could continue with the
translation of the Old Tesrament hoaks.
Against all odds, William Tyndale was
determined ro change the status que of
his days. And armed with this goal, he
worked single-mindedly to complete
his mission. Alchough he was executed
before he could finish his work, he had
nevertheless charted the way for others
to follow. And because of the fortitude
of one man, we are able to hold in our

hands an English Bible today.

A various points in out oLty
of faith, we may have resolved 1o be a

wasia OF

He

has promised: when
you pass through the
waters | will be with
you; and through the
rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you;
when you walk
through fire you shall
not be burned, and
the flame shall net
consume you...For |
am the Lord your
God...Fear not, for |

am with

YOU

better Christian, and w play a more
active tole in rthe evangelistic as well
as pastoral ministry of the church,
Such resolutions are vasy to make, hur
often theyare difficult to achieve as they
have to pass the rest of time, where
obstacles and disappointments will
arise. The Devil oo will lay traps along
the way, When faced with these, the
cusy way out is 1o give up and revert o
the status quo. This is where the need
for fortitude comes in. The realisation of
aty resolution requires time and effort,
It is u luborious pracess where there are
nashort cuts, Often hard work and roils,
suffering and pains, all form part and
parcel of the process, What is important
is that we hold on to cur inicial
resolution, and are prepared to meet
with all forns of challenges.

When, over a period of rime,
we begin to lose heart and there is a
gradual slackening of reanlve, the author
of Hebrews offers irraluable advice.
Fix your eves upon the Lord Jesus, he
sugeests (Heb 12:2). And when we
meditate upon the Lord Jesus' ministry,
we can understand why this advice is
given. For three long vears, Jesus had wo
undergo physical hardships, where He
Himselfadmitted thar He had “nowhere
to lay His head" (Lk 9:58), And what
must be even worse was the face that
even His close companions often failed
to understand the purpose of His
mission (Mk8:17,21;9:32). They argued
amoengst themselves as o who was the
greatest (Mk 9:34), Eventually one of
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them went to the extent of betraying him.
On top of all these, the impending suffering on
the cross loomed closer with cach passing day,
Yet, our Lard never gave up, He knew that He
had to complete the work entrusted o Him
(Un 4:34hk). With forritude, He fulfifled His
mission. [f we are to imitate Him, we have o
imirate this virtue of His too.

From his letrers, we could see thae
Apostle Paul understood the importance of
fortitude. Ever since his conversion on the road
o Dumascus, he dedicated his entire life to live
up to the purpose of his calling: to be an apostle
to the genriles. Along the way, he met with such
hurdships that he confessed he was “despaired
of life irsel™ and he fele that he had received
the "sentence of death” {2 Cor 1:5-9). Yet hewas

able to remain resolute until the very end.

Towards the last davs of his life, he shared with
Timathy the secrer of his success: “The Lord
stond by me and gave me strengeh” (2 Tim 4:17);
asimple yet comforting statement for all whoare
facing hardships in theirstrive to become effective
witnesses for the Lord,

As we walk along the rugged terrins of
life, let us always remember that we are never
alone, The Lord is always near by, When we
accepred Him as our persanal Savieur, He did
not promise us a life free from hardships. In our
scrive for spiritual maturicy, we, like the post-
exilic commnunity, have to “pass through the
warers” and *“walk through fire” {lsa 43:2). But
we also have the precious assurance that He will
always be there for us, as He has promised: when
your pass through the waters Twill he with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not over-




whelm vou; when you walk through fire
you shall not be burmed, and the lame
shall not consume you...For 1 am the
Lord your God...Fear not, for [ am with
vou (Isa 43:2,3a,5a). With the Lord on
ourside, we can bear effective testimony
for Him everyday of our life,

The development and imple-
mentation of a stratcgy towards world
evangelism is not confined to the
various arganised bodies within the
True Jesus Church. Every member can
have hisfher own personal strategy
towatds world evangelism, The Lord
Jesus wants everyone of His followers
to be His witnesses. We have a respon-
sibility to meer this divine directive,
Chur stay in this world is temporal. Let us
not hesoentangled by thecares it imposes
that we misplace our priorities. Ler us
alsa avaid being in the consequence
caused by “a little slumber and a little
folding of the hands" (Prov 24:30-34).

Under the guidance of God, the
True Jesus Church has been established
in the orienral as well as the occidental
world. Much of this can be credired
the dedication and laborious efforts of

both the early and contemporary
workers of the true church. As the
church moves towards the 2 1st century,
it is time for every conscientious
member to identify the role he or she
can play in promoting the complere
Gospel entrusted to the true church.
Are we equipped ro bring the church
itto the 21st century! Where do we
stand in terms of our knowledge of God
atul His Word? How much time do we
devote in prayers each day? Ard in our
daily behaviours, can others see Jesus in
us? These ate pertinent questions for
our contemplation as we prepare our-
selves for the challenges of the new
century. We canhot remain complacent
with the efforts to date, Rather we have
to huild upon the pood works by our
predeccesars and gear ourselves up as
we strategise towards more effective
warld evangelism. Remember, we do
not cease, till our Gospel reaches “the
end of the carth”,

As the church moves towards
the 21st century, it is fime for
every conscientious member
to identify the role he or she
can play in promaoting the
complete Gospel entrusted to

the true church.

il

Exhortation

Who can
enter the klngdom Of

GOD?

TLE KINGDOM ©OF GOD 15 NOT AN EARTIILY ONE, [T exists in a spiritual dimension
not derectable by our camal senses. [t is a realm where God reigns sovereign,
a habitation which He prepared for us even hefore the creation of the world.
Such a kingdom cannat be shaken -and will never change, for it is untainted
by earthly sorrow, sickness or death; aptly called the kingdom of Heaven,
This enviahle place is the ultimate goal of every Christian, and his greatest

hope. If anyone has hope in Christ only in the present life, he is of all men



most pitiable {1 Cor 15: 19). But Jesus said, *MNot every
one who says to me, 'Lotd, Lord', shall enter into the
kingdom of Heavers; but he thar does the will of my
father who is in Heaven™ (M 7:21) and also, “Woe to
you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you traverse
sea and land to make a single proselyte, and when he
becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a
child of hell as yourselves” (Mt 23:15), These are serious
remarks which demand serious pondering and self-
evaluarion.

ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

Every believer properly taught in the fundamentals
understands the necessity to be *hom of water and the
Spirit” {In 3:5) - that one must be baptised for the
remission of sins and must receive the Holy Spirit for his
constant renewal {Tie 3:5). However, the full implication
of bring bom of the Spirit — the utter rransformarion of
our carmal nature into one that reflects the very spiritual
gualitiesof the son of God {(Rom 8:29; 1 2:2), hasnot always
heen sufficiently stressed, What then are the marks of grace
manifested by one who would eventually be accepted inta
the pearly gates!

anarana 11

All four Gospels bear the account of
people bringing their young ones before
the Lord Jesus so that He might touch
them, When His disciples tried to stop
them, Jesus said, "Let the lictle children

come to me, and do not hinder them;

for to such belongs the kingdom of God.

Truly, | say to you, whoever does not
receive the kingdom of God as a child
shall not enter it (Lk 18:15-17).

This incident clearly tells us that people
in the kingdom of God are like litele
children, Therefore the moest lovable
and beauriful period of a petson's life is
his childhood, wherein one may almost
catch glimpses of man's original
guilelessness and innocence,

This suggests that though
infants are born with depraved naturcs,
the ability to sin increases only with
age, just as does understanding. So Paul
reminds us, “Brethren, do not he
children in your thinking; be habes in
evil, but in thinking, be mature” (1 Cor
14:20). The Carinchian believers
should nar be babes in understanding
bur be marure.

transcending

childlikeness

pharisaic
righteousness

Jesus taught His disciples, “For | rell you, unless your
rlghr.emmness exceeds the rightecusness of the Scribes
and Pharisees, yvou will never enter the kingdom of
Heaven” (Mt 5:20), "Righteousnes” refers to doing
what is right in the eyes of God. In order to enter the
kingdom of Heaven, our behaviour inust excel over that
of the Scribes and Pharisees, From the teachings of the
Lord Jesus, we know that the Scribes and Charisees were
not ignorant of doing righteous deeds. They were taught
from the Books of the Law and they placed special
emphasis on displaying before others, their ardent
devotion in ohserving the Law.,

As recorded in the Gospel according 1o Luke, a
Pharisee would say these words when he is praying in the
temple, “Ood, | thank thee that I am not like ather men
— extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax
collector. 1 fast twice a weelk; T give tithes of all that |
get” (Lk 18:11-12). Though we cannot deny that they
indeed performed all these, we know that there i much
left to be desired, since the Lotd wants us to excel aver
them. To do so, we must first examine their weaknesses.

The first is wrrogance, us recorded in the
Seripture: "They do all their deeds o be seen
lw men; for they make their phylacterics broad
and their fringes long, and they love the places
of honour at feasts and the best seats in the
synagogues, and salurations in the market
places, and being called rabbi by men®

(Mt 23:5-7). The arrogance of the Serihes and
Pharisees, and their love for self glary are
clearly described, Since they desire the glory of
men, they will not receive the reward of God,
Theretore, we must not be arrogant nor crave
for vain glory, Rather let us be girded with
hurnility, serving one another, The things that
we have to do, let us do them silently. Let us
not hoast aboue our effors. This is the messape
behind the Lord Jesus' saving chat we aughit not
let our left hand know what our right hand is
doing.

MNexr is hypocrisy. The Scribes and
Pharisees were adept ar purting up pretences,
They loved ta pray standing in the synugogues
and on the caormers of the strect. In doing so,
rheir intention was not that of petition towards
God but rather, thar they might be seen by
men, s as 10 receive their praises. For instance,
although on the surface, they seemed o regard
highly the ohservances of the Subbath day,
they actually did not understand the e
significance of keeping the Sabbuath. Therefore,
the Lord Jesus tebuked them, calling them
hypocrires and white washed tombs, which are
beautiful aurwardly, bue are full of deal man's
baoties inside (Mr 23:27-28), In whatever we
dey, our acrions must be in accondance with cur
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intentions. The Lord Jesus said, “First cleanse the inside
of the cup and of the plate, that the outside also may be
clean” (Mr 23:26). This is to teach us that we must first
adom our inner self, before a good image of outh
without hypocrisy will naturally appear.

We have to leam from the virtues of the
Seribes and Pharisees but remain wary of their
weaknesses, We have to be alert and keep ourselves in
check, performing our duties wich sincerity and living
our lives beficting cue Christians, thus oranscending the
righteousness of the Pharisees.

L obeying the
Father’s will

The Lord Jesus once said, "Not everyone who says to me,
'"Lord, Lord’ shall enter the kingdom of Heaven, but he
who does the will of my Father in Heaven. On thar day,
many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in
your neafne, cast out demons in your name, and done
many mighty works in your name? And then will |
declare to them, 'T never knew you; depart from me, you
evildoers' " (Mt 7:21-23), The Lord Jesus will surely
come one day. At that time, there will be many who are
left cutside the gates of Heaven, weeping and gnashing
their tecth, Only those who have obeyed the will of Ged
will be allowed to enter and enjoy eternal life,

What is the will of the heavenly Father!
The Bible teaches, “For this is the will of God, your
sanctification; that you abstain from unchastity; that
each of you know how to take a wife for himself in
holiness and honour, not in the passion of lust like
heathens who do not know God™ (1 Thess 4:3-5). It also
says, "See that none of you repay evil for evil, but always
seek to do good to one another and to all. For this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you™ (1 Thess 5:15,18b),

These two passages of Scripture clearly
tell us that it is the will of God that we be haly
and do good o athers. The Scripture also
records that one should “srrive for peace with all
men, and for the holiness without which no one
will see the Lord"” (Heb 12:14). When the Lord
Jesus comes again, only those who are holy will
be able to meet Him. To be holy is to deparr
from all unrighteousness, fomication, idalarry,
adultery, thelt, covetousness, drunkenness, and
s on. These are acts thar we should not
comtmit. These who practise them cannot
inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor 6:9-11)%
One must also have the full stature of a
Christian, allowing no unclean, filthy, foalish
talk or coarse jesting to proceed from one's
mouth (Eph 5:3-5). In one's strife for holiness,

ane must always pray, relying on the Holy Spirit.

The Bible says, "Gad chose you from the
heginning ta he saved through sanctification by

the Spirit and belief in the muth®” {2 Thess 2:13)%

striving for the kingdom

The Lord Jesus said, “From the days of John the Baptist until now the
kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and men of violence take it by
foree™ (Mt LL:12). In this world, there is nothing rhar can be gained
without any toil. For students to obtain good grades, they muse pur in
effort in their studies. Fora farmer to obain che precious produce of
the land, he must wark hard at cultivating the land. Though
Christians are saved by grace, this does niot exempt them from
necessary effort. What should believers specifically strive for?

Firscly, scrive for perfection. The Lord Jesus said,
Vo therefare rmuse be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect”
(Mt 5:48). This is a reference o the mature of a believer, in terms of
his spiritual cultivation in practising the Word. The level of
perfection is to he measured against rhe standard of the Lord,
Whatever the disposition of God s, we must also be likewise,
This cannot be achicved in a short periad of time, but rather through
continual striving, Peter says, “For this very reason make every effort
o supplement your faith with wirtue, and virue with knowledge, and
knowledge with self-control... so there will be richly provided for you
an entrance ineo the eternal kingdom of vur Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ™ (2 Per 1:5-11). Paul was one who strived for perfection.
We normally reckon that for someone who hiad done so much divine
wark, salvarion seems a natural consequence. Bur Paul continued to
strive with fear and trembling, never relenting. He said, "Not that 1
have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me His own”
(Phil 3:12). Paul reckoned that only upon the atainment of the life
of Chirist in his own body, could he be assuredly saved. Therefore he
oree said, “For ta me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil 1:21).
“Ta die is gain” refers w the laying hold of salvation and entering the

kingdom of Heaven.

It is quite clear now, thar in order o enter
the kingdom of Heaven, one must strive to
complete the heavenly journey. However,
the road heaven-ward is by no means easy;
itis longand undulating, The Lord Jesus said,
“For the gate is narraow and the way is hard
that leads ta life” (Mr 7:14). The exadus of
the people of lsrmel from Egypr was in order
taenter the land of Canaan. Afeer they had
crossed the Hed Sea, they wandered in the
wilderness for forty years. In this long period
of time, they underwent desolation, led a
monotonous life and endured hardships,
Very often, they were intimidated and
attacked by enemies. Their expericnces
prefigure the sufferings 1 Christian pilgrim
would have to undergo. As such, we should
persevere and strive to mun the race dll we
reach the final destination. Faul mentioned
the Israclites who had faleered and died in
the wilderness as an example to encourage
helievers {1 Cor 10:1-11). %We must emulate
Faul, as he himself had encouraged us:
“Brethren, [ do not consider that | have made
it my own; but one thing Lde, forgetring what
lies behind swnd straining froward ro what lies
ahead, I press on towand the goal for the prize
of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus”
(Phil 3:13-14). Paul had run the race with
hope, endurance, faith and perseverance.
In the end, he had won. He said before
passing an o glory, "l have finished the rce
.. Heneeforth there is laid up for me the
crown of rightecusness” {2 Tim 4:7-8),
This is the fruit of perseverance.




Practical Christian Living

Come unto Me...

I will give you

REST

¥ Gk
K
i

BY Lim Siox Hone

Humaw BEINGS have never before had fo cope with so much psychological
turbulence as the modern man, As students, we worry about examinations and
grades. Out of school, we are anxious over our fobs and positions. We strain
ourselves and try to siveich out time so as to matniain or upgrade our living

- standards. Furthermore, because we lrve in an age of complex human

relationships, we bave to constantly cope with different types of people. It
Hhas become a comman f.-flfng hearing complants of being “stressed Bef'ng
“busy™ has hecome the very epitome of lifé in the modern societies.

Mest of us are familiar with the invitation of our Lord Jesus: Come to
e, all who labour and are beavy laden, and I will groe you rvest (M 11:28).
Jesus calls us inta His rest, that we may echo from our hearts the quictness and
calm experienced by King David—I have calmed and quisted my soul, like a
child quicted at ifs mother’s breast; ke a child thar i quicted 15 my soted
(Ps 131:2). It 15 a call of fove. Jesus sees our anxisus and weathered minds. He
stands watting with His arms open to embrace us, just like the father awaiting
the return of bis prodigal son (Luke 15:20),

Yet, tearing down the layer of verse-familiarity, how many of us truly
expertence the vest promised in Jesus' invitation? Was it not a long time since
we last had a deep, heart-to-heart communion with our Heavenly Father?
Haven't our bearts been often too distracted by thoughts of the extent of
tomorrows workisad or the unfinished work today? Do wwe not wonder b
these incessant burdens will ever end? Or have we awcepted such toils as an
inescapable reality of fife?

Clearly, there exisdy a a’z'sm::png-' betwween what we showld experience and
what we are experiencing bevween the rest Jesus calls ur info and the unrest
prevalent in our lives, There ave twe baste tisues underlying such a discrepancy.




Clur concept af Life
L J
A person’s concept of life divects bis actions, lifestyle and the pre-occupations of
his mind, We, the frue believers of Jesus, have been called out of darkness into
Hismarvellous fight (1 Pet 2:9). We shotdd no longer conform fo the views about
life held by the pegple lrving in this world of sperifual davkness. Today's world
can be likened to a departmental store where the price tags have been tampered
with and switched about, What is actually of little value 15 now a more bighly
priced than what s in fact a great treasure, and vice versa.

Jesus says, "One’s life does not consist in the abundance of things be
possesses,” This however is not what the world views. Today, man is almost
invariably valued by the amount of possessions be owns, the extent of his wealth,
his status and his power, The pursuit of these worldly "valuables” have rwept
through the whole of mankind. As Christians, we must have the wisdom from
God tosee these as the ploy of the devil to hold the world more tightly in bis clutches.

The cunning of the Devil lies in the delusion he creates for many of us
that worldly pursuits need not be at the expense of our walk with God. The
Rible states clearly that be who loves the world will not have the love of God in
his heart (1 Jn 2:15) and one cannot serve God and mammon at the same time
(M 6.24), These are true sayings. One evidence of the truth of these verses is the
very fact that many Christians are foo “stressed” or too "busy” to enjoy the rest and
quictude promised by our Lord Jesus. Many backslided in faith because they
were taken in by the Devil They could not recognise the true values of hife.
In their pursuit of the worldly “valuables’, they found that they could not keep up
with a close relationship with God simultancously. Ultimately they were swept
away. This is one reason why we continue not to see a bigger congregation
despite more names being added fo the register. We continue to hear the unheeded,
repeated appeal "the harvest is plentifid but the workers are few.”

Life is like a vapour that appears for a little while and then vanishes
away. For how long is this vapour going fo last, one can never tell. No one can
ever be sure be will frve to see bis tomorrow (fas £14). 1t 15 hence a matter of
immediacy that we decide how we want to live our lrves. The decision 15 oatrs
whether to join the world in its never-ending pursuits of transient "valuables”
or to choose a godly fife with contentment (1 Tim 6:6).

Our faith in Jesus' invitation
*

Euven when we have chosen to gpt out of the pursuats of the world, we continue
to Jive in the world. Cares continue to surround us, like thorns that sprung up
to choke the seeding in the parable of the sower (M 13:7),

The following anecdote can illustrate such a situation: There was a man
carrying a very heavy load on his back, struggling every step on a road, A kind
man o an ox-cart came along and urged bim to bop onto bis cart. Gratefilly,
he accepted the Bt Affer fravelim 1 for sarme distance, the driver furned back anly
¢ be shocked that the man on s cart was still carvying the load on bis back!

e Lord's salvation for us is one that has power. Jesus saves ot souls,
At the same time, He alio saves ws from the material and mental bondage.
The Bible tells us that we can entrust all our carves to Him (1 Pet 5:7),
Jesuer Il miself aisures us: Are nof tre sparrowws sold for a copper com? And not
one of them will fall to the ground without your Father's will. But even the
hatrs of your head ave all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value
than many sparrows (Mt 10:29-31). 8o, we are precious in the sight of the Lovd!
Stevely He will take care of every detail of our fves.

The cross of Jesus will save us into the eternal Heaven in the future.
But it also has power o grant us peace and rest amadst the heavy burdens of Iife.
Apostle Paul exhorts thus: Let the peace of Christ rule m your hearts, to which
indeed you were called... (Col 3:15), Let us not know "fesus cares” only in theory;
let us bring all our cares to Him and expertence for ourselves the wonderfirl
effects of a complete trust in the Lord,
&

More than two thewsand years ags, God's message came to the pegple of Torae!
through the P?‘q#.'ﬁ'ﬁr Loaiah:

“In returning and rest you shall be saved;
In quictness and in trust shall be your strength.” Is 30:15

Today, these words ave all the move relevant fo ws, the spiritual Ivaelites. God 15
calling us to return; to examing owr concept of values, fo truly entrust our all to
Him that awe may B saved and have .:frenge‘.-f: pon s.ffrngﬂﬁl.




Do we carer.......

1992, attention was ance again drawn to the plights of the people in
Adrica. Newspapers reparted how famine, war and debt were threatening
the lives of 40 million peaple there. In Somalia, the situation was so
severe that reliel workers rounded numbers of dead to the nearest 10,000.
1.5 million of the country's estimated 6 million faced imminent starva-
tion., Worse may be yet to come. Drought has also struck the southern
part of the continent, creating an arid swath through 11 countries.

But Africa isonlyanexample. Inthe floods thar swept Pakistan
in September 1992, at least 2,500 people were drowned. This natural
disaster, one of the warst in 45 years, destroved innumerable villages,
food crops and livestack, and left tens of thousands homeless. Relief
organizations had o aidift food and subsistence for these victims.

To us, these crises mav seem far removed from our every day
life. Somany have occurred in recent years that we have come toaccepr
them as nothing more than just another picce of news, another ser of
statistics to support the view that the Lord’s second coming is near.
Besides, places like Africa and Pakistan are like a world apart from these
of us living in stable, affluent societies. Yer, poverty, homelessness and

deprivarion exist even in our own backyards. T‘here bildr o "
arc c €N ITjEC Y INCIT PATENLS,
elderly men and women forgotten by their families,

As Christians, do we have an obliga-
tion to alleviste the suffering of our fellow
human beings?  Indeed, our hearts may be PEDPIE who thI'Gngh no fault of their own have found
moved when we are confronted with malnour-
ished faces staring hauntingly at us from our
television screens. And we feel sorry for the - human suffering and social deprivation are all around

themselves jobless and even homeless ... such
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- £ a0 @&_‘ AR T TP s - 2 a';* ) % ‘_;' As part of His divine plan, God incamared into the human
i o G D Fon plane some two thousand years ago, to open a way for humanity to
return to Him, He achieved this through the blood He shed on the
cross. When a person confesses his sins, repents and receives baptism in
the mode as prescribed by the Bible, he will have the living hope of
eternal life. Yer more than this, while Jesus was in this world, He alsa led By Lee Jin
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an exemplary life for all future generations o
crnulate, Ifwe are to follow Him, we have towalk
the way He did (Jn 12:26). In arder to search for
aChristiananswerfor thequestions posed above,
we have to retumn to the Scripture.

During His briel ministey, the Lord
Jesus travelled through the land of Talestine,
from Galilee in the north, to Judaea in the south.
Along His journeys, He encountered many lost
souls who, deprived of God, were wandering
aimlessly through life. So He preached oo them
about the Kingdom of God (Mt 4:17), the need
to repent and be reconciled once again with
Gaod. But Jesus did not preach this message in
oblivion of everything else. He also carered for
the physical well-being of those around Him.
Asthe Scripture testifies, He performed miracles

offood tofeed thecrowd (Mr 14:13-21,15:32-38),

and miracles ofhealing toreliefhuman sufferings
(Mt 4:23-24, 15:30). The author of Matthew
aptly summarizes the Lord's ministry as one of
preaching and healing (Me 4:23, 9:35).

What is more, the message of salvation:

and the miracles were not confined to the Jews.
Jesus' disciples had to ¥zo and make disciples of
all narions”™ (Mt 28:19). In the last days, “men
will come from east and west, and from north
and south, and sicat the table in the kingdom of
God” (Lk 13:29). Just as the message of

salvation was universal, so were the miracles,
As He fed the four thousand, He did not
instruct His disciples to distribute only to His
own people. All who were present received a
share of this providential care (Mt 15:29-38).
In Capernaum, He did nor tum down the
request of the centurion to heal his servant
(Me 8:5-13). And once travelling along the
border berween Swmaria and Galilee, He
healed ten lepers, one of whom was a
Samaritan, member of 2 community which
did not associate with the Jews {Lk 17:11-1%,
T 497,

In many instances, the Lord Jesus'
actions were prompted by His compassion.
Time and time again, the Gospel writers
attested to this fact, When He saw the widow
of Nain mouming for her son’s death, Luke
states that Jesus “had compassion on her” and
resurrected her son (Lk 7:13). The author of
Mark relares that during the carly days of His
ministry, aleper approached Jesus for healing,
and his request wasgranted because Jesus was
“moved with pity” for him (Mk 1:40-41),
Ehnce, as Jesus was leaving Jericho, two blind
men sitting by the roadside heard Him

‘records that” Jesus “in piry" healed them
| (M 20:29-34). Even the feeding of the four

1) thousand was an set of compassion. When

}cﬁm:s_aﬁ how the crowds continued to stay
with Him, He admitted to His disciples dhat

unwilling: to:send them away on ‘empty
stomachs, As they had been with Him for
three days, He feared thar they might fain
along their journey home (Mt 15:32-39).

passing and_ cried out for help, Matthew

He had compassion for the crowd and was

A pledlge for at mgre
peacefid werdd in the
form of Hiy falded
direds symidolising
frevddaam and
drauings :f-_y_,.r:,.‘la‘fam'u'
ctudenis ar Lhe
Hirashima Moporial
Half in fapan

As previously illustrared, Jesus cared for his fellowmen and did
what He could for them, And in this respecr, the greatest deed He
undertock was the giving of His lift in exchange for their souls,
Deeply moved by this gesture, the apostle Paul confessed thae the
reason he lived a God-centered life was thar Jesus, the Son of God, loved
him and gave Himself for him (Gal 2:20). Today, it is through this gife
of God that we have the hope of erernal life, and which enables us 1o
lead & meaningful existence in this often incomprehensible world.
As we meditate on this saving grace, we also have ro remember that
we, as His followers, have o emulate Him, and practise charity as pare
of our Christian living.

Indeed, the Lord Jesus has taught us the essence of piving, that
such acts should be prompred by our hearts, Afrer all, Christianity is a
religion of the heart, of faith built upon inner conviction, It invalves
knowing whom and what we believe in, and manifesting this belief
through our speech and our conduct, a5 a testimony o the world that
we are the followers of the One who came o bring hope to a world
withour hope. So it should be that from our innermost being, the
compassion in us is to be externalised into acrions, Only then will we
bie able to give to humanity whatever is within our ability, nor hecause
we have to, but because we want to,

Jesus has shown us thar compassion itsell is insufficient. He
not only had compassion for the needy. He actually helped them,
As He rravelled, He saw the human miseries which touched His kind
and render nature. And He did what He could to remove the pain and
suffering. As His followers, we have to tum our feelings of compassion
and sympathy into actions to find ways of helping and giving. Afrer all,
it is very easy to feel for those whao are less fortunace but it takes courage
to actively help them. Just consider, how many times have we stopped
short of contributing o some worthwhile charity? Perhaps we were
just about to write a cheque for a good cause and we stopped when we
thought of the financial loss o us, or perhaps we had joined up for a
task foree to care for the horneless bur we pulled out at the last minuee
when we realized the demand on our time,

Another touching feature in the Lord Jesus aces is in the way
He gave without condirion. He did not sclect the recipients of His care.
The crowd irrespective of gender and creed received His grace. As His



[ollowers, this point is important. We are ro extend our chariry, withour
bias, to all who are in need, just as our heavenly Farher gives sunshine
and rain to bath the righteous as well as the unrighteous (Me 5:45).

As Chrisrians, we are still part of society, Whilst we have to be
vigilant nat tao be influenced by its decadence and falling morals, we
cannot segregate ourselves. The Lord Jesus wants us o be the “light of
the world” 1o set pood examples such that others can see Him in us.
We can only achieve this through social interactions with them.
Theretore, let us not isolate ourselves but strive to increase our awareness
of society’s needs, not anly in terms of their spiritual welfare, bur also in
terms of their daily well being. While we do not wish o give o the
extent where our focus shifts from the spiritual o the social, we must
not let our lack of caring make our preaching hypocritical (Js 2:14-16).
And when we do rake a closer look at the world around us, we will see
the depressed, the homeless, the handicapped, the abused, the poor and
the list is endless, How can we not care and help! The time has come
for us to re-assess the meaning of following on the foatsteps of our
Lord Jesus. He had o compassionate and caring nature, He led a life of
giving, And He contributed two the society of His days. Have we really
emulared Him?

The Christian faith is a dynamic faith, one which constantly
breaks new ground and sours new heights. As we learm more about the
Ciod we helieve in and His expectations of us, let us search aur hearts
and re-appraise our values. Let us lend a helping hand to ‘neighbours'
less formumare than us, to take the opportunity whilst we scill can, to show
that we care. Let us not turn a blind eye at the miseries of this world.
Christians, like rheir kind and compassionate Master, have to live up 1o

the axiom: it is more blessed to give than o receive (Acts 20:35).
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[The sequel 'Caring in Action” to be
published in & furore issue, will present
o pracrical ways of caring for aur

neighhours,|

O Lord, the way abead seems so bard to walk,
The way is narrow, and I fear to tread.

But I thank You Lord, that You have already
walked the hardest path of all for me -

The path to Calvary ...

8o now, when Irf}ef weary and disheartened,
1 think of the cross You bore, and I am
strengthened.

When I feel alone and rejected, I think
of those who left Your side, and I know
You've been there before me.

When I want to stray, 1 remeniber the stripes
you bore, Your nail-pierced hands, and I
feel my shame.

When I no longer give my best to You,
I think of the blood You shed for me,
and I am compelled to carry on.

O Lord, when the way abead seems so bard
o walk,
Let me always look towards the cross.

Let me look to the cross




Litevally ‘to be ufu.nd mind’.
But in Greek thinking, soundness
of mind means self-contral, which
in turn means moderation, a
refraining from extremes. Thus
saphrenen is etymologically *to be
temperate’, ie ‘having self-control’
with the “avoiding both extremes’
undertone (compare different
definitions of ‘temperate’ by
LONGMAN and WEBSTER).

This secular influence
unfortunately led to the Chinese
‘zhong dao’ (‘middle course’)

rendering.

BY SHEE Tse Loona

'wphicul concepts do reflect some moral
inconsistencies. Being of Aumean origin, they
igr Interpreting the divise principle in Rom 12:3,

verse is modesty, ie. how one ought to view onesell, and not Christian
moral conduct. Nevertheless, viewpoints stemming from the misapplicarion
must themselves be addressed.

First, we examine other relevant scriptures' in which sepbroneo
and its other forms — sapdronas, sephrosune, sophron — are used, (Sophron,
literally Sound mind' is the root word of all the other forms mentioned),
They are used in relation with goodness, holiness, renouncing of irreligious
and worldly passions, upright living, podliness, and preparation for Christ's
steond coming. There is no hine of taking the middle course. lnstead,
we read of a vigilant guarding of high Christian marals.

Mext, touching on the two ancient philosophies mentioned, we
observe that the word ‘mean’ is rather misleading. Christian marals are
fixed and unchanging’, defined by the very atmribures of God’s nature.
Therefore the biblical principles of right conduct make up the core againse
which all waywardness are measured. Hence the term, deviand fepavicur.
The concept of 4 mean would suggese the opposite; that what is right
is not afseliete but refative, depending on the existing extremes, and a
sober person would take the middle path, without inclining to either side:

Reb: [1]1 Ten 3:2 2Tim 17 Titus 1:8:2:4-6,12 1Pat 47 [2]Ps 119:8,129,142,152,140 & 51:4-8
'S4k [3] Pa 19714 P 119:48
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LEFT EXTREME THE MEAN RIGHT EXTREME
(Deficiency) Virtue) (Excess)
Eg 1
Eating Anorexia Eating Just Encugh Gluttony
Eg 2

Carefulness Reckless

Cowardly

Cautious

Thlh 15 not compatible with Christian renching because many Christian morals are excremes in the ;_:Lm al upinict

of the world as shown in the following examples 1

Vs 5
= P
LEFT EXTREME THE MEAN RIGHT EXTREME
(Deficiency) {Deficiency) (Virtue)
Eg 1
Premarital  Acceptable between Acceptable if parties  In no way acceptable
Sex consenting adults have infention to
marry each other
Eg 2
Abortion Allowable Allowable in certain  Not allowable at all

circumstances

HAKNE 38



Also, for cach moral issue, the extreme poines at cither
polarity change with time. The intermediate point
equidistant from either extreminy would also shift as a
result. Hence, what is the mean now has not always
been the mean and will not always remain the mean in
the furure. To the Christian, moral standards cannot he
defined by shifting extremes, which is derived from the
distribution curve of current popular opinion. Moteover,
in many cascs of polatities, one cannot find an
intermediate point that corresponds to virtue, For
instance, what is the mean of wisdom and loalishress,
kindness and cruelry, love and hatred?

Aristotle, when expounding the Golden Mean,
had to admit that sometimes one extreme is nore
opposed than the ather to the mean. This contradicts the
equidistant concept and more importantly, makes
detennining the mean rather arhitary, Arstotle further
admits that in certain cases there is no mean and that
certain extremes are nameless. Such confusion can be
aviided if one adheres to the bihlical concept of a core

af moral ahsalures right at the start.

The Chinese Zhong Yong is thus defined by
Chengzi in Zhuxi'’s prologue ro the classic : “Being without
inclination to either side is called Zhsng; admitting no
change is called Yong. Zhong signifies the correct course
to be pumsued by all under heaven; Yong signifies the
fixed principle regulating all under heaven.” The chapter
then hegins, “The Ordinance of Heaven is what we call
the law of nature. To fulfil the law of nature is what we
call the Way. To cultivate the Way is what we call
education.” This seems to echo the hiblical concept of
remaining spot-on, at the centre, of absolute morals.
Hawever, we find an inconsistency in a latter part:
“Cronfucius said, T know why the Way does not prevail.
The wise po to excess and the foolish do not go far enough.
[ know why the Way is not understood, The worthy go
to excess, and the unworthy do not go far encugh.” "

Religious Education

In the final analysis, we find thar both philosophies
are not advocating a mean berween good and evil, bur a
mean between two wvices, one of excess and one of
deficiency, Follawers of neurrality or mediocrity have not
only missed the Bible’s principle of right and wrong but
alsa thar of bath philesophies. However, Apostle Paul
warns against such empty philosophies because they fail
v point out the truth despite their sophisticated and
often complex reasoning. Without a ser absalute walues,
they define morals on a linear scale withour a paint of
reference. Following the Bible's teaching of a nareow way
af right versus a broad way of wrong®, coupled with its

insistence on moral absolutism, we define morals as 4 core
with a myriad of possible wrongs which are opposed to
the rights in varying degrees and in different directions®. Y
We are noble in only one way, bur bad in all sorts of ways.

As beneficiaries of inspired muth, we test all
things and hold fast to that which is good®. Before we
can hold fast to anything, we must define the core of
Chiristianethics, applying the principleof moral absolutism.
It must begin with a clear discernment hetween good and
evil based en the Scriprure’.

We must not think it hash o call sin by is
name®, otherwise we will he artificially creating a middle
path when there is no middle. This is not being sober
abaut right arul wrong,

BY VINCENT YEOH

Rk [8] Prow 14:12 Ma7:13-14 [5]Ps 37:31,119:5,67,101,104,128 [6] 1 Theas 5:21 [7] Hebs 5:13-14 [8] Ps 32:5
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RemrMBRR DoR1s Day's "Oue Sera, Sera™ What if your
awn little kid comes Up O youL and asks, “Whar shall 1
be™ What is the single most important thing vou would
impart to your child!

You do not need to drive into your child the
necessityofearninga living. Socicty will do that for vau.
At every turn, newspapers, magazines, movies, televi-
sion and radio glamarise the making of money. Almast
everyhody loves money and so loves to Ralk about
money — how to get it, whar ro do with icor who has it,

You also do nat need to push vour child o study
haed. The very day your child steps inro a classroom, he
is alrcady on a conveyor belt that goes at an ever
increasing speed until he reaches the other enud with a
degree or until he drops out.

Serangely, many Christian parents, like other
parents, stress the importance of 4 good carcer and 4
good education when it is totally unnecessary to doso.
What does Gad want Christian parents w tell their
children!

First we must understarad this fact: Children are
a heritage from the Lord {Psalms 127:3). Your child
belongs to God. God makes you a guardian and places
the child under your care. Your child is 1ot yours for
your o mould as you desire, Your child is not an
extension of yoursel( ro fulfil your dreams, Your child is
Cind's heritage for you to bring up in the way of the Lord
to achieve this supreme plan. From the beginning this
was Ciod's charge to Abrabein as a parent:

T have chosen bim, that be may charge bis children and
bis househald after bim to keep the way of the Lord by
doing righteowsners and justice; 5o that the Levd may
bring fo Abrabam what He bas promised bim.”
{Crenesis 18:19)

MNate that God did not charge Abruham to
charge his children 1o get milk and honey. Abraham
was to charge his children to keep the way of the Lord
anil they will be blessed witch a land flowing with mille
and honey as the Lord had promised.

The same charge was kaid upon the nation of
[sracl when Moses repeated the laws of God in the
wilderness:

“And these words which I command yau this day shall be
wpon your beart; and you shall teach them difigently to
your chitdren, and hall talk to them when you 5t i your
i, anel wwden you walk by ghe ey, and wwlen you fie
e, and when you rise”
(Dewteronomy t:6-7)

This same charge now applies o you as a parent.
When you are with vour kids, what do you talk about!
Ausaph the psalmist says:

“Tell £o the coming generation the gloviows deeds of the
Lord, and His might, and the wonders which He bas
et oo that ey showld ret their bope in God and
nod forget the warks of God, but keep His
commundments. " [ Pialmy 78:4-7)

Ermphasize the way of the Lord, Impress in the mind
af your child the laws of God. Then he will set his hope in
God. Whena person’s hope is in God, he will not be moved.
Speak ro him about the glorious deeds of the Lard and all
the gocd things God has bestowed on your family. Let your
child know that the Lord is pood. Teach him to trust in Gad.
Warn him against disobeying God. Gad is a God of love.
God is also a Gad of justice. When a person disobeys Gad,
Ciod will punish. Your child muost learmn this.

If wou accept that this is your duty as a parent, then
the nexr rime your child asks, "What shall | be, you will
say, “Yonare a child of God ta be used by Hin as He wills.”

However all these are mercly words if your actions
i ot confirm that you n:'aﬂ',f belicve what YL hiavee told
bien. Children leaen so much from what you do and what
o say, When you say that it is important o put God first
it everything and et tell him that he Ty stay st home to
study instead of going to church for services or for religious
educarion classes, you are confusing your child by sending
himeonflictingmessages. Parentsmst realise thacattending
church services including religious education classes has
never adversely affecred a Christian yourh's studies. [ have
been baprised for abour 20 years and have waorked with
Christian youths for not less than 15 years but Lhave never
knownor heard ol a Christian youth's studies suffer because
of attending chorch services, On the other hond, [ have
seen many active Christian youths who excel in their
studies. Therefore when you teach your child the impor-
tatsce of worship, it is your duty roshow him you mean whart
you say by actually bringing him to church (i he is sall
young) or encouraging him to ateend religions education
classes on his own. In this way, you are giving him a clear
muessage that God is most important.

The same prlii_‘:i o all other teachings you impart
tin your child. You must show by your example what you
teach.
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HatLELUtA, in the name of owr Lovd Jesus Chrise ] festify.
The following is an account of my personal experience
which I hope will serve as spiritual edification for all
drothers, sisters and friends, as indeed it was very much so
Jfor me.

When Queen Elizabeth I of England proclaimed
in her Parliamentary speech at the end of 1992 that for
her, 1992 hadbeenan "annushorribilss” (Latin for horrible
year'), T immediately thought bow true those words were
Srom a personal viewpoint. In more ways than one, my
1992 bad indeed been a horvible year',

Twas in my final year of pre-university studies at a
very competitive private school. The pressure upon all the
students was tntense as they worked towards the final
examinations that would pain them university places. {
wizs under added pressure, having to belp out at my parents’
shop during weekends and school holidays, ﬁom early
evening to the early bowrs of the morning. Unlike all the
other studenes, T afio had fo attend church services, I war
busy with a lot of church wark assigned to me and also bad
to attend refiious education (R.F. Jdasses, chosr practices
and Chinese language clasies, Al these put a considerable
strain upon me, and 1 felt I would no longer cope. At that
moment, Ireallywish that I covld someborw ease the burden.

Unfortunately, I had begun to form a distorted view of my
pricriftes, deciding that education was most tmportant.

Since 1 conld not avoid helping my parents to run
the business, 1 saw the easy way out was lo shake off the
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responitbilities of the church and place God as my last
priority. The consequence of thir was that I gradually lost
interest i both church work and fellowship with our
chirch members. | became reluctant to de further divine
work assigned tfo me. | reckoned attending church service,
R.E. class and choir practice as tiresome, and taking up
[frrecious study time.

dn contrast, 1 started to draw near to my sehood
[riends outside the church, T would often po out with them
until very late at night, pursuing worldly pleasures, and
penerally enjoving thetr companionsbip. I was more

—GIVE GOD THE@I®PPRIORITY

concerned for them than for brothers and sisters in church.
My spirituality and faith became weaker and weaker, and
Crad seemed to e further and further from me, or rather,
L was drawing further away from God.

1t was no coincidence that throughout ths perisd,
{ underwent the decpest d’f_lﬁrfs:fan. 1 became more and
maore tiredand burdenedwith mylife, Ithought howo unjust
i afl was, that here L was a Christian, a believer in God,
yetstill burdened with so much pressures. God was supposed
fo be with me. Yet all my school friends seemed to have an
easter environment in which they could concentrate on
their studies and still conld relax and enjoy themselves at
the same time. I thought that there was no justice and
reward in leading a Christian hife.

My poor relationship with God and the church
manifested fully when I decided to vely on my own

feelings were not divected ar God, the

intellect and ability, instead af on God, for the important
examinations. At might, | would read m 1y school text books
withaut turning to a page of the Bibie. 1t was under these
circumstances that I sat for the exams.

Suffice to say that when the results were published
in August 1992, T found that T had
missed @ place at university, The
batterness, anger and sorrow that [ felt
were indeed wnforgettable, But these

church ar my parents—these  feelings were
directed at myself. For Irealised immedi-
ately how I landed in that situation. |
dneww that the true reason war that 1
had not given God my bighest priority.
Though at the time it seemed that it
was God's punishment for me for not
having love and faith towards Flim,
with hindsight now it truly was a
blessing i dispuise.

S for this year, { knew that Thad
to re-align my relationship with God.
Twasdetermined togive Godfirst priority,
With all my school friends gaining their
tentversity places, Lhad the spportunity todraw near tomy
Brothers and sisters tn church agamn. With the pressure of
study being less intense, Iwas able toundertake churchwork
with sincerity and enjoyment. I began interpreting for
sertices, Pecame a frainee feacher Jor RE. classes, and
develgped a bunger for spiritual advancement.

In giving God my highest priority, He has indeed
added biessingps wpon wme. He gave me a place i a

untversity, starfing this October 1993, with the examina-
tion results 1 obtained. Furthermore, the university He
has given me is prestigious, and offers a better course than
my eriginal choice. But more im sportantdy, it i located close
fo a church o that 1 can continue fo maintain a olose

refationship with God and the church,
L | with my brothers and sisters,

: In denying me a untversity

place the first instance, God gave me a
better chance. I have been given the
wonderfil epportunity to come closer
L o Flim, as well as my brothers and
sttfers. He bay alio enabled me to un-
dertake divine werk, and to rrow up
in personal maturity and spirituality.

Thape that this sharing of my
personalexperiencewill enable s to see
that God indeed works in a mysterious
but wonderful way. We should not
be concerned about sur immediate
worries ar troubles, @ man'’s steps are
ordered &y the Lovd Therefore as
Christians and fellow brethren af the
True fesus Church, all we need to be
concerned with s to give God our first priority, and He will
swrely provide for ws, Finally, Iwould like to shave with you
a Bible verse, taken form Matthew 6:33,

“But seek first Ilis kingdom and His vighteowsness,
and all these things shall be yours as well,”

May all glory be unto God, hallelujab,

BT A BROTHER FrROM PortsmourH, LILEC,
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Larery, Ireer Lavisofull of God's
love that I sametimes feel I conld
burst. I want so much fo share it

with others, with everyone. It i

hard to explain, Ljust feelso full of

Flis grace and blessed with the real
understanding of His werd, His
Will, of Him, and 1 wish I could
pive the same una"fn‘famfi'ng it
athers. Ifeell haveso much togive,
You know, God is truly, truly
wonderful. And He 15 always there
looking over ws, with His arms
gpen wide, waiting fo hold us in
His foving embrace and keep ws
safe from all harm forever. James
4:8 says, “Draw near to God and
He will draw near to you." He is
waiting for you, He truly loves us,
Hiow can we sver comprehend the
love He has for us? How can we
everrepay Iis ?q;i@;z:erzdmmm

His Jﬂ% W{.é'ﬁng Fﬂi”_}fmrﬁﬂg

for us. His love is prrﬁcf w.um!mur

comparison, and beyond human

rampre&rmion.

Lknow of His love becavse Lrecerved the Holy Epa:‘rf.t When L was
praying for the Holy Spirit, I just shut everything out, A church brother
had told me to pray out loud—sometbing I did not want to do before since
1felt otherswwonld be listening, that they would hear what Isaid. But then
1 did it without thinking about this, I was just determined to do 1f, and
T eonfessed to Him aloud. 1t seemed so right. There was God and me, no
one else was in the conversation—a perional fine betroeen Him and me.
The funny thing 15 no one beard anytbing I sad, I don't think they even
noticed I was praying alowd. It was truly a prayer that only God beard,

After my confession, I condd feel my hands going up and dowm. T
prayed, "Ob, please give me your Haly Spirit” and 1 began to speak in
tongues. | cannof possibly tell you haw bappy I was. It happened during
the prayer before a sermon. It was quste difficult to stop praying. I don't
think my mind was on the sermon at a!fqﬁrr the prayer. Then, as the
sermon was coming to a close, I was getting a little worried that when |
prayed ag:zin, the Holy Spin'r wwonld o .e’orzgrr be there, Troas sonervous,
But as I knelt down for the second prayer, hardly had I got the words out,
Hallehgah, in the Name...", I was gﬁezz.é:'ng in fon ges apain. I feltso
bappy, so joyous, like nothing could possibly bring me down, and yet so
peaceful, ob so peaceful~true spiritual joy and peace. 1t was really a
wonderful feeling.

When Twent home, I prayed again just before dinner. Apparently
I prayed foran hour. To my amazement, everyone had finished eating by
the time I stopped. An bowr? I thought, "No way!" It passed so quickly!

Areally thankGod frompthebottomaf mmm.szr% answered
_}P%VET 1 g,rm:gﬁ’ 'ﬁ?ﬂ%ﬂ?&d@&' is Higei 2 fw@ﬁﬁﬂ:ﬂr@gﬁr
us toask Him for the Holy ﬁ?:mﬁ Ifwe st believe in His word He will
give fa those whe ask for Him. If we ask with a truly repentant and
Fumble heart, He hears us. He refuses no one. It is His promise.

By HEaATHER MacDONMNALD
Evcin/ EDiNBURGH

The following testimantes are extracted from Elder John Yang's serman of the same title.
The testimonies were used to demonitrate the love that we must have for God and our fellowmen in
obedience to the chief commandments singled sut by Christ in Mattherw 22:37-40:
You shall ivve the ord your God with all your beart, and with all your soul, and with alf your mind,
This 15 the preat and first commandment, And the second 15 hke 1, You shall love your negghbour as yourself”
The first three festimonies tell of how some of our members showed their love for Gad, The latter testimonies describe
the fotre woe ought to have for people who constitute our ‘neighbowrs — parents, spouses and the world at large.

%?&}nmihsv (g:yf_'ﬁ)()e

€ €] know of an elder whashould have died when he was thirty-five, Then, he contracted wibereulosis which also

affected both his throar and digestive organs. This meant that he could not speak or take in food. He thought he was
coming to the end of his life, Bur, thank the Lord! After three years, he returned to good health and resolved to live for
Christ. In fact, he lived until he was in his seventies, Before he passed away, he was full of joy and satisfaction, On the
eve of his departure, he told me 1 thank the Lond that He has allowed me to live for forty more years.” During these forty
years, he had offered much and before he died, he gave a piece of land, currently valued at sround USSE.3 million, ro the
Greneral Assernbly of the True Jesus Church, Tuiwan. Why did this elder love God so much? Because he knew that the

Lard loved him.*?

4

€& There wasa young couple who had wo make a crucial decision that would have an impact an the rest of their
lives. The hushand had just received his docrorare degree, and was about to embark on a teaching carcer when he was
encouraged by the church to become a full time minister. He did not know what to do. Together with his wife, he prayed
and seriously considered the praposal. In the end, he decided to offer himself to the service of God, Initially, his wife found
it difficult to come to terms with this decision, especially when he would be stationed abroad. Eventually, she supporred
her hushand's decision. What prompred her to agree! She remembered how God had loved her ar a crirical moment of
her life. When she was delivering her child, she suffered severe hacmorrhage and nearly lost her life. It took the medical

team more than three hours of administering emergency blood transfusion before her condition stabilised. Later the
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doctor told her hushand “Jesus has blessed you. It is good that we have such ample supply of blaod at the hospital for the
transfusion. Otherwise, she would have died.” When the sister recalled this episode in her life, she was reminded of the
love of Gad. God had kept her alive, She must love God more. Although her hushand’s decision meant that she had to

make certain changes in her life, she had to give him her full support. This would be her way of thanking God.”?

L 4

&€ \ast touching of all, such restimonies of love are also found among the young believers today. During one

Chinese new year festival, | received an offering of approximately US$700 from two young boys. They had learnt thar
the helievers in Africa and India lead a very difficule life, and they were so maved by their hardships that they decided
ta offer all the money collected from their new year gifts (it is customary for Chinese families to give money as new year
gifts) to the African and Indian ministry. Even at such render age, they knew how to love God. lnstead of offering just

one tenth of what they had received to Gad, they offered everything. We ought to learn from rhem 32

4

¥ ‘j esus says, ‘Love your neighbours’. Who are our neighbours! First, they are our parents, Qur parents love us very

much. Yet, many fail to understand their parents' love for them. In the past, [ too did not {ully understand the extent of
parental lave. Through my mavels as a minister, | have come into conract with many families. Some families hawe
handicapped children who require full-time care and artention. Yet | could see how the parents of these children love
them even more. They would not institutionalise their children. Year after year, they continue to look after them.
They never complain. When | ohserved just how these parents care for their child, [ began to appreciate the essence of
parental love. We need not teach parents how o love their child. [tis in their basic nature. The question is whether their
child will love them. I know of a very beautiful sister, with a good career, who was still single when she was i her thirties.
This was not for want of suitors. She decided to remain single because she wanted w care for her mother who was blind,
She was afraid that if she were to marry, her husband might not understand her commitment to her mother. To care for
her mother, she sacrificed her own marital prospects. But the Lord Blessed her. When she was forty, she eventually murried

a very considerate brother who understood her filial duty toward her mother.” d

warny 15

T——

e —— e

————— e = e

€A part from our parents, our spouse is also our ‘neighbours’. We must love them, Once, I met a lady whase
hushand was paralysed from the hip downwards. She was having a difficult time laoking after him. She could not go out
ror work, Caring for her hushand alone became a full time job. Her family and friends advised her to divoree him.
Fow lomyg could she continue to rake care of him, they argued. This lady was ina dilemma, Later, the message of salvation
was preached to her and she believed in Jesus. She knew then that she had to continue to take care of her hushand. Given
his condition, he needed her love even more. She also wanted o share her new found faith wich her huskand. So she
stayed with him. Eventually, her husband was also converted and both received baptism together. Having accepted
Christ, this lady decided to turn to God for help, She believed that God is omnipotent. He is also merciful. So, she praved,
“If you da not help me, what am [ o do? Before me is darkness, day by day, year by year.” The Lord had mercy on her.
Gradually, her husband's health improved. Although he was not able to walk, his paralysis was cured, Soon, he was able
to make a living through traditional Chinese herbal massage-therapy. Today, this brother is eamning a good income.
The Lard Jesus saw the great love of his wife and the sacrifices she was prepared to make, By staying with him, she had

helped to sustain the faith of her hushand. Now, she has received her due reward. It is no longer a bleak future before hee? ?

¢

€ ‘Finully, the people of the world are our ‘neighbours”. Our love should be extended to all humanity, [ know of
a Christian doctor who made use of his profession to help others. His consultation fees were lower than the market rate.
He even effered free consultation to the poor. Whenever the opportunities arose, he would preach to ther. He loved

his patients and cared not only for their physical healeh but also their spiricual well being.??

4

As members of the true church, we have all received bountiful blessings from Gad. Let us search our hearts and ask
ourselves these questions, "Da | really love God? Have | loved my neighbours?” When we live a life of love, there will
be satisfaction and jov in our hearts, And when we are joviul, we can then bring chis joy to others, so that like us, they

toa can lead o meaningful life in this world of darliness,
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1 By the waters of Babylon, there we
sat down and wept, when we
remembered Zion.

2 On the willows there we hung up
our hyres.

3 For there our captors required of us
songs, and our formentors, mirth,
saying, “Sing us one of the songs of
Zionl”

4 How shall we sing the LORD's song
in a foreign land?

5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my
right hand wither!

BY Leg Jin
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6 Let my tongue cleave to the roof of
my mowth, if 1 do not remember you, if
1 do not set Jerusalem above my highest

Joy!

7 Remember, O LORD, apainst the
E'domites the day of Jerusalem, how
they said, "Rase it, rase tt! Dozon fo ifs
Jfoundations!"

& O daughter of Babylon, you
devastator! Happy shall be be who
requites you with what you have done
fo us!

9 Happy shall be be who takes your
Jittle ones and dashes them against the
rock!

Pralm 137

BY THE RIVERS OF UBABYLON

FPsalm 137 iva deeply fntense paalm, r.éarged wwith fuman emotions, It revealt experiences of suffering
and anguish, and tells of fremendous faith in the midit of religions uncertaingy,

At first reading, one cannot but feel the writer's deep sense of loce and inmense sadness as be describes biv
days ef excile alowy the vivers of Babylon, mourning for the past. As the wordy continie, one noter bir
anger and indignation at the cruelty inflicted on bis people, and bis appeal to the almighty God to
windizate them and manifise His divine fustice,

THE
HISTORICAL SETTING

Paara 137 15 sa10 o0 he wrirten by one of the deportecs to
Babylon. It provides a glimpse of life in captivity within
a foreipn heathen land, What then is the historical
background o this Babylonian exile, and why did it

invoke such emaotions in the writer?

587 BCE marked thewarershed in Judean history,
Babylonian ooops under MNebuzaradan, the commander
of the royal bodypuard, destroved Jerusalem (2 Kps 258
Jer 5202 after laying a two-year sicge {Jer 37:7-9,
[1; 34:21) The Temple, the royal palace and homes of
citizens were burned. The city walls were pulled down
{2 Kgs 25:9-10; Jer 52:130). Temple vessels and treasures
were looted (2 Kes 25:13-17; Jer 52:17-23), The top pricsts,
surviving royal officials, commanders and provineial
leaders were rounded up and excouted (2 Kgs 25:18-21;
Jer 52:24-27 ). Muny were led away into exile (2 Kgs 25:11-
12). Archaeological excavations also show that many
Judean ciries as far apart ws Lachish, Arnd and Engedi
suftered similar fatesduring this period of Nebuchadnezzars
Palestinian campaigns. In Lachish, for example, 22
inscribed ostraca {or inscribed potsherds) were found
belonging to the last years of Judah, and on them were
references 1 battle preparations, the use of fire signals, erc;
indicating perhaps the ditficulr final days of the kingdam,

Sizable groups were exiled 1o Babylon and the
deportations frayed the very fubric of socicty, having
siphoned off many of the upper and artisan classes, It also
led ro the redistribucion of Judean properties and wealth o
those who remained {Bze 11:15),

Wery little hiblical material dircetly deseribes life
in exile. Primary biblical sources are the prophetic bosks of
Jereminh, Ezekiel and lsaiah chapters 40-55. Jeremiah
withessed both captures of Jerusalem (in 592 BCE and 587
BCEY, arud participated in the life of Judean community
duringtherule ol Gedalinh (2K 25:22; Jer40:7). Ezekiel's
ministry, spanning the period from 593 BCE (Bze 1:2) to
571 BCE (Fze 29:17), appears to have centred entirely on
the Babylonian exile, and the book is a key source into the
lifi-iof the exiles in Babylon, Much of lsaiah 40 - 55 provides
histarical records of the transitional periad berween the
closing years of the Babylonion rule, and the rise of Persia
unider Cyrus.,

There is no clear biblical evidence o suggest
that the exiled community was forced tolive in inhuman
conditions, They appeared o have remained ruiativn:l'g.r
free, and in no sense could be considered as slaves. The
lerrer o the exiles in Jeremiah 29 encouraged them o
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“build houses and live in them, plant gardens and eat their
produce; take wives and have sons and daughters”
(Jer 29:5-6). In Fzekiel (8:1, 14:1, 20:1), “elders" garhered
ar the prophet’s house, suggesting some freedom of
assaciation, The genealogical records of the retuming
exiles (Ezra 2) show that family structures were preserved.
Futther analysis of the retumnees also reveal that they had
servants and some degree of wealth (Eze 1:6, 2:68-69). The
presence of the Davidic royal family memberts would also
help ro promote the sense of identity, For instance, during
exile, years were reckoned by reference o Jehotachin's
reign (Eze 1:2, 33:21, 40:1).

Non-hiblical sources of this period are varied.
The Babylonian royal cuneiform tablets refer to Jehatachin
in exile, mention foodstulls that were given to him and his
five sons as pensionary payments (ANET 308). Although
such payments were common and do not in themselves
reflect any preferential rrearment, they do suggest a degree
of humane trearment given to Jehoiachin and the Judean

nobles. Furthermore, seal impressions unearthed in exca-
vations at several Judean sites bearing the inseription
“Belonging to Elia.l_{im steward of Yaukin (Jehodachin)”
suggest that even in exile, Jehoiuchin was allowed to retain
passession of some Judean crown property administered by
Eliakim, Finally, tablets discovered in Mippur in 1893
dating from 455 to 403 BCE (Persian era) which record the
commercial activities of a cerrain Marashu family, also
mention the names of some Jewish persons, indicating that
the Judean exiles also became invalved in the economic
activities of the Babylonian communities.

The brief analysis above suggests that conditions
for the exiles were tolerable. They were allowed
sertle together and ro generally get on with their lives.
This being so, why did the writer of Psalm 137 express
such bitterness? The real key to the disaster in 587 BCE
lics in its spiritual and emotional impact. Essentially, it
cansed a thealogical crisis,

THE
RELIGIOUS SETTING

The calamiry in 587 BCE robbed the Jews of the very
elements of their religious identity. The people witnessed
the desecration of all that their religions faith stood for

by the Babylonian invasion,

The land played a vital part in the religious
thought of the people. The Shema call of *hear O Israel”
{Deut 6:4) presupposed a close link between religion
and the land. The people of lsrael were seen as a clearly
defined entity dwelling in a land promised to its ancestors
(Deut 6:1, T:1). The worship of God was intimarely
associared with the promised land, taken o be a divine gift
to the nation. This concept formed a prominent and
distinctive feature in the religious thinking of the people,
e, homilics of Deot 5-11 is dircetly relared to the concern

ELUE

with the land. The annexation of the Northern Territorics
by Assyrin around 721 BCE was bad enough-now to
have lnst Judah too to the Babylonians was rhe ultimate

tragedy.

Closely related to the possession of the land was
the concept of lsrael as the “elect”, a people “haly to
Yahweh, chosen o be a people for His own possession”
{Deut 7:6-11). This theme runs through the tradivions of
the Patriarchs (Gen 12:2, L7:7-8), the exodus (Ex 10:3),
the settlement (Josh 2-4), and the military conguests of
[iavid, These events are scen as confirmation that lsrael
was favoured (2 Sam 5:10, 12). It therefore seemed almost
inconceivable that the chosen people could suffer such
a humiliation as to be exiled 1o an unclean heathen land.

Thecity of Jerusalem, captured from the Jebusites
(2 Surn 5:7) and converted into the capital of his empire by
Dravid, is the third important element in the religious
thought of those days. For here lay the Temple, built by
Zolomon in the mid-tenth century, and where the Ark
of the Covenant was housed. According to Deuteronomy
12:5, the Temple in Jerusalem was “the place where the
Lord your God will chaose out of all your tribes to put His
name and make His habitation there." It was the focus
af the religious life of lsrael, most likely following the
religious reforms of Josiah late in the seventh century
(2 Kgs 22-23). It was also the anly legitimate place of
sacrifice (Deur 12:5-14). For these reasons, the holy city
was, to many, impregnable —anotion supported by the tum
of events in 700 BCE when the city was spared from the
Assyriun attacks (2 Kgs 19:35-37; Is 29:5-8), But in 587
BCE Jerusalem suffered her preatest defear: her Temple was
destroved and her tressures ransacked. It was no wonder
that the author of Lamentations mourned over the fate of
this city “How lonely sits the city that was full of peaple!
How like a widow has she become. She that was great
among the nations! ... The enemy has strecched out his
hands over all her precious things: vea, she has seen the

nations invade her sanctuary, those whom Thou didse
forbid to enter Thy congregadion” (Lam 1:1, 10).

Finally, there is the concept of a permanent
Dravidic dynasty. Israel embraced monarchy some two
centuries after the settlement {1 Sam 8:19-20), Following
the prophet Nathan'sannouncement of the divine promise
of a permanent royal house of David (2 Sam 7:4-16), this
concept became a powerful ideology, as the “royal Psalms”
(i.e., Psalms relating to the king in Jerusalem) illustrate
{e.g., the Davidic king was viewed as the “son" of God <Fs
2;T=, sitting at God's right hand <Ps 110:1=). Yer in 597
BCE, King Jehoiachin was exiled and ren years later, his
successor, King Zedekiah met wich the same fate,

By 587 BCE, Judah had lost her land, and with it,
her status as the "chosen” people of God. She had been
stripped of her city, and not one but owo of her kings, and
her prople were captured and exiled. To top it all, her
Temple, the focus of her religion, was razed o the ground
and the treasures mnsacked, All in all, it would appear
that the very nerve of the religious sysrem was severed,
It is na wonder thar the writer of psalm 137 lapsed inta
such despair,

COMMENTARY

The Psalm offers no introduction. Instead it moves straight
into the key scene by the waters of Babylon (Ps 137:0).
Herodotus, the historian, described Babylon as having
"4 moat, deep, wide and full of water which runs entirely
round it." Also, “And the city consists of two divisions, for
a river, called the Buphrates, separated it in the middle:
this river is broad, deep and rapid. The wall oo either bank
hasan elbow carried down tothe river. " Tle also rold of how
all the sireers lead ro rhe river, and that ar the end of each
street “a livle gare is formed in the wall along the river
side ... they are all made of brass, and lead down to edge of
the river.”

It could have been at such a place, by the waters
of Babylon, that the writer together with the exiled
community, sat and wept, when they remembered Zion,
Zion, to them, represented the national cenere of worship
and is a name which applies o Jerusalem, or portions
therect since the time of David, The usage of the word has
changed over time and it s difficult to pinpoint its precise
lacation., Originally, it could have referred toa designated
Jehusite foreress at the south-sast spur of the hill, at the
junction of the Kidron and Tyropoean valleys which
David caprured and renamed "“City of David” (2 Sam 5:6-
9, In prophetic writings, the name referred to the hill on



which the Temple staod, which was metaphorically
extended o mean the place where God's name is
present (s 2-4, B:18; Mic 4:1-5; ler 31:6). In Hebrew
psalmody, the term applied to the entire city of Jerusalem
(Ps 48; 125).

The songs of Zion are likely to be sacred songs =
songs to magnify the power and majesty of God. Inv this
heathen land, God seemed so far away. So how could they
sing to Him?!

The religious devorion of the author is illustrared
in verses 5 to 7 in which he proclaimed that, should he
ever forget Jerusalem, “may his right hand fail him and his
rongue cling to the roof of his mouth." This passionate
proclamation expressed his religious fervour. The failing
of his right hand implied his inability to play the harp
which accompanied the sacred songs, an important part of
Lis worship of God, Likewise, his tongue cleaving o his
palate meant that he could not urter words of praise and
thanksgiving ro God, From these expressions, one may
conclude thar although he was in captivity and the very
fubric of his religion tom, he remained loyal to his God
and held fast ro his belicls.

There is a sudden tum of thought in verse 7.
The writer here wrote of the enemy nearer home, the
Edomites who had been opponents of lsrael throughoor
history (Num 20:14-20, | Kgs 11:14-17). Although they
were descendants of Fsau (Gen 36:1-17, 25:30), and
occupied the land south of Judah to the Gulf of Agabah,
they had often sided with the enemies of Judah. The
prophet Obadiah described their artitude when Jerusalem
fell: “Orehaeday that you stood aloof, on the day that
strangers carried off his wealth and {oreipners entered his
gates and cast lots for Jerusalem, you were like one of them”
{Cbad 11-14).

Verses 8 and 9 revert back ro the mait subject —
Babylon, the devastator of 586 BCE, wha displayed such
cruelty as dashing children against the racks. Such
actions had existed before (2 Kgs 8:12; 1s 13:16; Hos 13:16
MNah 3:10) and were now cqually deplorable,

From verse 7 onwards, the writerappealed to God
not to avenge for him the humiliation he had persanally
suffered, but to defend the divine sovereignty, and
munifest His divine justice. To the writer, such atrocities
against God's chosen people should not go unpunished.
He wanted God toacr, to show that He was still in charge.

CONCLUSION

Psalm 137 expresses feelings of separation from Gacd, as when a believer is deprived of the opportunity to be in His
presence within His Holy Temple. Yer, in these moments of apparent hopelessness, he remained assured thar God
was with His people. He held fast to his faith and continued to yeamn for Zion, the centre of his religious fuith. He
pleaded with God to avenge the humiliarion and injustice done to His people.

As a owenticth century reader of this psalm, we ought to ask, “Will we still display such religious conviction it
one day the very essence of all that we believe is threatened, or even apparently destroyed!”
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Manna survey results

Uicer THE GRACIOUS puidance of the Lord, Marma has been
inpublication since the mid 70s. Yet throughout this periad,
we have not approached vou, our reader, to ascertain
whether we have carered o your needs, nor have we soughit
your assistince in identifying areas for improvement.
To rectify this oversight, we conducted a survey by means
of gquestionaires in the lirst half of 1993, and we would like

to share the summary results of our findings with o,
A derailed breakdown of these resules s alse available
upon request, May we also take this opportunity to tharnk
you for your participarion in the survey and extend our
invitation for your continued readership as well as your
furure contributions for the glory of God.
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Echo [Letter to the Editor]

When we asked our readers “how would you suggest to improve the publication™
in our recent Manna survey, suggestions from a sister in the United Kingdom is
representative of the many responses received. We are thankful to her for allowing

us to share her invaluable comments with the rest of our readership.
e |

Articlesrelating to Christian living areneeded. These articlescan target different age groups,
and address datly issues encountered by our members living in different parts of the world.

The publication could try to include more articles with current-affairs perspectives.

Articles can alio be based on jjbeﬁfaf topics such as student Iife, marriage, career, old age.

A “Question and Answer” column or page can be introduced to deal with Bible queries.

To ensure high quality and biblically sound articles, manuscripts should be vetted as part of
the selection process. This can then minimise personal opinions which may have little biblical
backing being published

Readars who wish to write o Echo can send their letters to DLM 17D Adam Read Singapore 1128
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